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1, rersher Diftoar(? of the Seate of Leatning i» England. Of the Pope’s Nuncio’s giving hit 
A for ee f. Plate to the Dake D’ Anjou. 





“From Saturday December the 22d, to Tlednesdap December the 26th, 1705. 





“vayt -m. Ta Al After Obfervator, I have confi- | 
me der’d the Point, and I find, 
take one time with Lge 

‘ning has done more Mifchief than Good, an 
agi ware: L hate found amonglt Learned Men 


the greateft Fools, Men the fartheft from Know- 
jédge, and the leatt acquainted with Bujine/s of 
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living. Some of your Gentry, come trom the 
Farhrits, have | aifecars’d with, that have been 
fo very Ignorant of the Laws and Cuffoms of En- 
glend, that they have not known the Bufinefs of 
a Quarter-Sejions, and have not been fit to ferve 
on a Court-Leet, and then they are forc’d to keep 
Stewards, who ruh out their Mafters Eftates, and 
Enrich themfelves, becaufe their Mafters don’t 
know how to Let a parcel of Land. Now, Ma- 
fier, at this rate, what does all the Hiccius Dic- 
cius that they have Learn’d in the Varfttes 

fignifie? | 
“Ob. This proceeds from what we difcours’d 
the laft time we met, from their being Bred un- 
der improper Tutors, That fill their Heads with 
Monkifo Notions, and Stories of High-Chirch, in- 
ftead of Profitable Learning, that might improve 
them in Knowledge,and render them capable of fer- 
ving themfelves and their Country,and therefore we 
ought to diftinguifh betwixt Learning and Know 
ledges Learning is but the Hand-Maid to Know- 
ledge, and a meer Schollar, be he 50 Years of Age, 
is {till in his Goe-Cart, a meer Infant. Knowledge 
isthe End and Defign of Learning, Learning is 
ite but the means to that End. Learning 1s the 
| fame to the Mind, as Dung to thy Land, plac'd 

; there only for Improvement. by i$ 
But we muft not run down Learning as Mij- 
chievows as it is, or has been to Humane Societies. 
England was never more Unbappy, than when 
Learning was Cloyfter’'d up in Monaffries and 
Abbeys, and the Common Feople were kept in pro- 
found Ignorance. And it has been a Political 
Maxim among Tyrants, to keep the Vulgar from 
arning. ~Licinius and Valentinian, Emperors 
Rome, call’d. Learning The Poifon of the State , 
and Lycugus Eftablith’d Ignorance in his Common- 
wealth. The great Power of the Grand Setgnior, 
and the Czar of Mufcovy, is imputed, and that 
jultly too, to their Supprefling of Litterature in 
their Dominions. This has been an Ancient Max- 
im among Tyrants. Fulian practic’d this upon the 
Chrifians, leaft by the Advantages of Letters 
might overcome PagoRifm. But, fays a 
Learned Author, Cou’d he bave forefeen, that they 
would bave employ'd thofe Weapons, not fo much 
againf? the Common Enemy, as one agatnft another, 
be would furely have revers'd the Stratagem, and 
freely have opened thofe Magazines, whence they 
might furni/h themfelves for their mutual Ruin, and 
have-as Solicitoufly Promoted their Learning, as ever 
they Obfirudted it. And thus we fee bow little Reli- 
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gion zs Promoted or Advantag’d by Humane Learn- 
ing; which the Apoftle fuficiently inculcates, when be 
Jo Wifely Advifes us, To avoid all Vain Philofophy. 

Now, Honeflt Country-man, from what 1 have 
faid, there Naturally arifés a Query, whether 
thofe Perfons, however Dignify’d or Diftinguith’d, 
who were for the Suppreifing all the Private Aca- 
demies in England were not of the fame Opinion 
with Licinius, Valentinian, Lycurgus, Fulian, the 
Czar of Mufcovy, and the Grand Segnior? And 
whether they did not advance that Notion for 
the fame Ends and Defigns? 

There’s no harm, Honeft Country-man, in afke 
ing Queftions for ones own Information ; and 
therefore I make another Query, viz. Why, when 
thefe Gentlemen were {6 hard upon the Difenters, 
and Infinuated the Churches Danger from their 
Sthools of Learning, they never mentioned the 
Schools of the Papifts and their Seminaries in En- 
gland, particularly one at Hammer{mith, near the 
Town, and as it were under the Nofe of the Court ? 

But to return to our Stated Point. What ren- 
ders a Man Serviceable to his Country is Know- 
ledge, and how this Knowledge may be obtain’d in 
the Univerfities, is the Quettion ? 

Our Youth cannot expect this. Knowledge by 
the Inftructions of the Clergy: If the Churchmen 
have much of this Knowledge, they have the lefs 
Knowledge in Divinity ; if they make Good Politi« 
tians, they make but Sorry Priefs. And what 
does School Learning, as at prefent managed, fig- 
nifie towards the Accomplifhing of a Man of 
Bulinefs? “Tis the Saying of a Great Man, Odi 
Homines ignavos Opera, Philofopbos Sententia. £ 
hate Men that Ad like Fools, and Speak like Philo~ 
Sopbers. 

Suppofe I can tell you what is French, Spanifh, 
Italian, Latin, Greek, Hebrew tor a Horfe, this 
makes me never a whit the Wi/er,or the Horfe the 
Better. °“Twould be more for my Advantage if 
I knew the Nature of the Hor/e, and how to Cure 
all his Maladies and Diftempers, which if I do not, 
a Farrier is a much better Schollar, and a more 
knowing Man than my felf, The Learning of 
the Schools is a.Cobweb Subitance, that will hold 
nothing Nuterial to Knowledge or Publick Services 
What does it avail a Minifler of State to undere 
ftand the Hebrew? That Learning is certainly 
the beft, that is moft proper, and fits a Man the 
{oonelt tor the Bufinets he is defign’d for. When 
a Man has run thro’ all the Drudgery of the 
Schools, and taken his Leave of Genius and Species, 





he Repents himéelf that ever he was acquainted 
with them , tor when he comes among Men of 
Bujfine/s and Knowledge he looks {0 like an Uaf 
that he’s afhain’d ot himéelf. ‘ 

Could any one defire to Punifh his Son worfe 
than to fend him for {feveral Years tothe Umrver- 





fty, and when he comes Home thall be able to talk 
of 
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Point, elfe we had never 
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Vertues of D6tt 

known by feveral of ‘ein. 
Road of HighGburch and 
Univerfitits, Wwe had better ftay at Home. An 
no Knowledge can we get by the Infruéions of the 
Priefthood, tor they vi nt ae very Knowledge we 


firive to obtain, and which is neceflary to Qaa*: 
lifie us for Secular Affairs. 


The Knowledge the Laity ought to’ get inthe | 


Univerfities is what concerns the Engit/h Cowfiitu- 
tiem; the Laws. of the.Land, and the Liberties of 
Exiglefhmen, to this End they ought to be well 
{kala an Old Latin, and Law French,as alfo in 
the Sdxbx Languages. Thete will be helps to them 
in attaining Anowledge in our Old Cuffoms and our 
Ancient Hiftories. | 7 

When they havé attained this Knowledge, their 
Tutors opht to read to em Magna Charta, Com- 
Ment upon it, Explain it to em, Expound to ’em 
the Body of the Engl Laws,efpecially that part 
as relates té the Liberties of Englifhmeh.. Now 
can one imagite that Sacheverel, or any of the 
High-flying Tutors.will do this? Or,that if they 
do it, they will not mifreprefent the meaning ? 

I have often wonder’d why thefe things’ have 
hot been taught in the Univerfties; and why we 
have not had Publick Schools Eretted for the 
Infiradion of Youth inthe Laws and Cuaffoms of 
England; when fo many Mafers, at their Death, 
have laid the Foundation of Grammar. Schools, 
that no one of em thould think of a thing of 
this Nature. : 

My time will not aviord it; and befides, a 
Man {peaks to fo ttle purpofe for the Good of 
his Country in this Age, or I believe I could 
prove_it » That our Univerfities ought to Iiftrud 
their Pupils in this Point. Our former Parliaments 
had fach a Veneration for Mayra Charta,'that 
they Enacted Tranfcripts thereof to be prefer. 
ved in the Cathedrals of the Realm, and that ‘it 
fivonld be Read before the People four times a 
Year, and enjoyned the molt» dreadfal Curfes 
againft the Violaters thereof: That the Lord 
Chancellor ahd all the Great Miniffers of State, 
vpon their Entrance into Ofice, thould be Sworn 
to the Obfervance thereot, and all the Priefs 
and Confeffors were enjoyn’d to frame the Confci- 
ences of the Pevple to the Obfervance of the fame. 

Tis a mighty Omiffion, methinks, of us in this 
t we take no more care of our Children in 
uainting them of the great Bullwarks otf their 
iberties, Our: Anceffors took more care in this 
enjoy’d the valuable 
Rights of Englifbmen: What Fences have 
fet about Magna Charta?. Secured to us by’ 
than thirty two Acts of Parliamerit ; and:there 
is not one! in a hundred of this Age knows what 
Magna Charta is; and many never heart 
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: Hi, wreh, Fatty rty One, and the | 
Sacheverel 2 And this I bane 


Put *em out of the | 
| they are in a Wildernef§.. 
Now if weget tio Knowledge by going to the. 
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aputthis Rate; Maftet, ‘is mBft Dietble to 
Fool. ‘Well, for my fart oan: 


a Fo Pll ftand jult as I a Rasvg } 
t Roge’, Jet what will come of it, and PN our vin” 
> it_how it will... ge 

















There’ Ow in e Coult M 
' Matter ita,t tle, whoyt® Encc 
Grandeet of Spain in a Uh Affa ; 
all his Plate to the Duke D* Anjou, to be melted down, ang 
ing Charles TH. . : 


employ‘d in the Waragaing King 
thé Spite’ had ho but Earthen=Plate; and thofe thee 
had Plaré bf Silver or Gold could not {pare it: And fo thar 
Proje was fpoil'd, and dguavita had his Plate refto,s, 
him again. Fe 

ag Veiy well, and what Improvement do.you make o 
this ! 

Country-m. 1 can make Tinprovenieat GF nothing },; 
Land: Buk I‘!] tell. you ‘what my Opfffion® is: in the Caf. 
That by this.the I’ope hasdeclared W afag#inft the Kine of 
Spain, and his Allies, by ati Overt-Aa of Affiftaiice in Mo. 
ney ;,and if the Emperor witl-not make War with the Po», 
on this Account, he may let it alone. 7 : 

OFf. Have a care you dont provoke the Popelings; they 
are upon my back already, 

Cruntry-m. Never tear ‘em; Maftert; I have. gora pretty 
Story for you of one Vercelljj, I think they. call him, thag 
pretends to bea great Something for the Emperor in England 
I know what, Matter, about ycur Bufineft, and fome Hoiest 
Gentlethien have told mé, that they will fend me {Gm 
other Accounts about this Fellow, Vercellij, whois a Ve. 
netian 3,and ‘tis faid, has learn‘d the Art of being Fefcue 


‘ to an def but of this more in good time, 
a 


Mafter, Lam re‘olv‘d, notwithftanditig the War we wage 
in the Queens-Bench, to keey a Merry Chriftmas. This ig 


St. Thoutas’s-Day, the Uther to Chrifiwas-Day 3 atid, Ma- 
fter, if you don't Provide againft Chrifimas, not one bit of 
Suriion of Roafted-Beef, not a Minc‘d-Pye, not a Pot of Of on 
ber, fhall ycu have of Roger. 

OFf. Prithee what woulc‘ft have me Provide? All the 
Money I get and more too goes away in Law. 

Countrz-m. Matter, alll defire of you. is the Fruit ot your 
Brain, You muft make mea New Song to an Old Tune. 
The Danger is over; Lcan‘t Sing, Mafler, but I‘! fit down 
on the Chriffmas-Block in the Chimney-Corner, atid wil] 
Roar it out. Pray, Mafter; Oblige me for once. Here‘; 
refyé, and I with you a Merry Chrifiinas with all my Spirit, 

Adveértiféments. 
Fi Nelands lritereft: Ors the Gentleman and Farniers Friend 


fhewing, 1. How Land may be Improv’d from ros. to $/. 


and fo to rool, per Acre, Annum, with Eafe, and for an 


inconfiderable Charges 2. How to‘make Cydet, Perry, Cherry 
Currant, Goofeberry an ber Win as Strong and Whol- 
fome as French or S pani, Wines “Y apd “4 


nd the Cydéer and Wines 
Sit siieedice Sas tew ee atmo 
or I » i a . 
ry. 4 Diredtions for Brewity she Fineft sane gate 
Better and Cheaper than hitherto known: Shewirig what Care 
s to be taken in the Choice ot Water, Malt, and Hops, and 
hew they are to be Mixed, Boyled, and Fermented, for making 
the beit March ot x Beer, ftrong Ale, @c. 5. Inftruétions 
for Breeding Horfes much Cheaper,and to a far greater Advan- 
tage than evér yet known. - 6. Of the Husbandry of Bees, and 


the great Be vee .. 7. Inftru€tions for the Profitable’ 
~Ordering of Fifh-Ponds, and Breeding of Fifth. Fhe Third Edi- 
tion. with large Additions.’ Price 1 s. 

Sold by J. , at the Seven-Srars in Talbot-Court, in Grace- 
Chareh-Street. ai ; . 
TF efe ate to othe IRotice, Chat Mary 

irleus, Widow of Kirleus, Son of Dr. Thomas Kirleus 
a Collegiate Phyfician of Tondon and Sworn Phyfician in” 
Ordinary to King Charles Ii. isthe only Perfon that Sells (exaétly 


r ) his Famous Drink and Pill, which is Emi Expe- 
ricticed to Cure all Ulcers, Sofes, Scab, ich, Scu earvies Le. 
Lig eneral and French Difeafe, Running of the Reins, and 
al fi nities, tho” perer @ Inveterate, in all Conftiruti- 
ons at all Seafons of the  hindring no Bufinefs, without 
ey efirenbnnde: Marae which is generally i 
Thefé 


i are Truly and : “sh dinetted 
es tT as- 
by her Hisband FoF eT ean Pate en 








But, Goisntry-man, I mutt be cantious I could her in‘ his Life time (they being the only Perfons then that So 
go farther in this Difeourie, but I fee the Rip- | and to whom the Secret fed op kprerepd: Tbe hy oN apr 
plingiof the Water, the Rocks and the Shelves. ~| knows the Doftors Methods of Curing, which the Prattices with 
~~ Country-mn. ‘Then, Matter, what fignifies Learn- t Succefs, as has been feveral pirhes pemienet in the Garenre, 
ing and. p>. if you slate not » Kasbledge | 3, Compaffionates the fica, and deals with a Per- 
you , ihow me what ou tee? nowle ; } is 3S. the Quart, 
it feems, tit be joyned with Hono is a‘danger- t ith Drews. she a “ty a: 
ous thing. ’Jis a fad thing: fora\Man'to know © a ies the Gla/s-Lanthorn in Plowgh-Yard, to 
the Truth, and not date to fpeakthe True. Why | Yaibomn 2” ee mrtsover seaind Great Turn Stile, in 
$F siniansiiblenininemiaaaed 










